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determined to retrace their steps; so we pursued
our way. Alas, that those wretched Iroquois should
have caused such desolation in all these regions!
When I ascended the great River, only thirteen years
ago, I had seen it bordered with large numbers of
people of the Algonquin tongue, who knew no God.
These, in the midst of their unbelief, looked upon
themselves as the [97] Gods of the earth, for the
reason that nothing was lacking to them in the rich-
ness of their fisheries, their hunting-grounds, and
the traffic which they carried on with allied nations;
add to which, they were the terror of their enemies.
Since they have embraced the faith, and adored the
Cross of Jesus Christ, he has given them, as their
lot, a portion of that Cross,— verily a heavy one,
having made them a prey to miseries, torments, and
cruel deaths; in a word, they are a people wiped off
from the face of the earth. Our sole consolation is
that, having died Christians, they have entered on
the heritage of true children of God. Flagellat Deus
omnem filium quern recipit.


